
 

Example 

Parallelism: "The inherent vice of capitalism is the unequal sharing of blessing; the inherent 
virtue of socialism is the equal sharing of miseries. –Winston Churchill 

Antimetabole: Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed. - Genesis 

Anastrophe: Mind what you have learned. Save you it can. --Yoda  

Isocolon: Climate is what we expect; weather is what we get. – Mark Twain 

Climax: I think we've reached a point of great decision, not just for our nation, not only for 
all humanity, but for life upon the earth. 

Asyndeton: ...that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any 
friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty. –John F. Kennedy 

Anaphora: He came as conqueror. He came as ally. He came as a stranger. He came as 
brother. 

Antithesis: “You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But 
I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you’” –Jesus 
 
Give me liberty or give me death! –Patrick Henry 

Metaphor/Personification: A heart of stone. 

Synecdoche/Metonymy: The pen is mightier than the sword. 

Hyperbole: The bag weighed a ton. 

Litote: And after all, a nuclear war would only be the end of the world 

Antanaclasis: I just wanna live while I’m alive. – Bon Jovi 

Zeugma: You are free to execute your laws, and your citizens, as you see fit. – Star Trek 

Anthimeria: He ninja’d my idea. 

Paradox/Oxymoron: The quiet was deafening 

Epistrophe: "There is no Negro problem. There is no Southern problem. There is no 
Northern problem. There is only an American problem." –Lyndon B Johnson 

Rhetorical Question: "How much longer must our people endure this injustice?” 

Snowclone: To boldly split infinitives that no man had split before,  

Hendiatris: (three words are used to express one idea) "Truth, Justice, and the American 
Way" 

Anticlimax: Die and endow a college or a cat. 

Simile: His arguments withered like grapevines in the fall. 


